du

Departinent of Trade and Industry
_ Foreign &
Cur reference: 32807 Commanwealih
L4 E05 3 Office
The Rt Hon Clare Short MP Londou SWia 24H
thouse of Commons ST
LONDON From Tha Minister of State for
Sw 1A 0AA Trads, Investment and Foreim Affxirs
A July 2006

De... .

Thank yuu for your lerter of 13 July to the Toresign Seerctary on behalf of your
constileent Mr David Forbes of Lifeline Options, Waterlinks Entefprise Centre,
08 Aston Read Nortk, Birmingham, BS 4EA, about the Demacratic Republic of
Congo (DRC). Tam replying as Duty Minister in the Foreign Secretary’s absence.

We share Mr Forbes® ¢oncerns ahaut human nghts in the DRC. The detention and
tnal of Pastors Kutino and Bempere {and their three co-defendants) were tainted by
several irreguluritics. Ihese include the yse of a military court rather than a civiliun
one, the conrt’s refusal to allow defence [awyers to Filfl their duties, inconsistenvies
I prosecution witnuss statements and allegarions fhat the police had fabricated
svidence o sevure a politically-motivared conviction, We, topether with our
internativnal partners in the DRC, including the EU and UM, have registered onr
concemny with the Congolese guvernment on several uecasions. We confinue to
remind the Congolese povernment of itg respansibilitics to protect human rights and
ta allow frevdum of expression, including criticism of the government and the
Presidenl, during the elsction period and beyoml,

As you know, the DRC iy a frapile state elnermng from yeurs of brutal conflict,

Achivving a peaceful und prosperous future for he Congolese people is a long-term
goal ta-which Wevemain fimily commited, - oo T
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